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Dear Sir/Madam,

Proposed Amendment to the Minamata Convention on Mercury

The Fifth Meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Minamata Convention on Mercury
(COP5) will be held on 30 October — 3 November 2023.  COPS5 will consider proposals to phase out
certain mercury-added products by amending Part I of Annex A to the Minamata Convention on
Mercury (Minamata Convention). The' mercury-added products to be considered at COP5 are
summarised in Appendix A. In addition, pursuant to the decision of the Fourth Meeting of the
Conference of the Parties to the Minamata Convention on Mercury (COP4), COP5 will consider the
phase-out dates of the mercury-added products listed in Appendix B. The details of the proposed
amendments could be found in the documents UNEP/MC/COP.5/4 and UNEP/MC/COP.5/5 prepared
by the Secretariat of the Minamata Convention in the following links:-

UNEP/MC/COP.5/4 - Matters for consideration by the Conference of the Parties pursuant to decision
MC-4/3
https://mercuryconvention.org/sites/default/files/documents/working_document/UNEP-MC-COP.5-
04-Review-Amendment-AnnexesAB_English.pdf

UNEP/MC/COP.5/5 - 'Proposals for amendments to annex A to the Minamata Convention on Mercury

for consideration by the Conference of the Parties at its fifth meeting
https://mercuryconvention.org/sites/default/files/documents/working_document/UNEP-MC-COP.5-

05-Amendment-proposals-AnnexA_English.pdf

2. If relevant proposals are passed in COPS, the Government will amend Part 1 of Schedule 3 of
the Mercury Control Ordinance (Cap. 640) (the Ordinance) to include the newly listed mercury-added
products as Regulated Mercury-added Products, in order to ensure that the Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region (HKSAR) can effectively fulfil the obligations of the Minamata Convention.
Upon the coming into effect of the proposed legislative amendments, any import, export, manufacture,
or supply of these new regulated mercury-added products, as well as any incorporation of such product
into another thing as a component, will be prohibited under the Ordinance in the HKSAR. The storage
or use of Regulated Mercury-added Products is not controlled under the Ordinance.

3. Separately, we would like to take this opportunity to inform you that decision was adopted by
COP4 to amend Part 1 of Annex A to the Convention as set out in the table in Appendix C. The
Government will amend Part 1 of Schedule 3 of the Ordinance to include these 8 newly listed mercury-
added products as Regulated Mercury-added Products in due course.



4. To prepare for the discussion of the concerned amendment proposals at COPS and the
upcoming amendment of the Ordinance, we would like to gauge the import, export, manufacture, supply,
storage or use of these mercury-added products in the HKSAR during the period of 2019 to 2023. I
would be appreciated if you could complete the enclosed survey in Appendix D and return it to the
Environmental Protection Department by 2 October 2023 (Monday).

5. Should you have any enquiries or views on the above matters, please contact me at 2835 1230

or email to mercury@epd.gov.hk.
Yours faithfully,
F
(Victor Leuhg)

for Director of Environmental Protection

Encls.:
Appendix A— List of proposed Mercury-added Products to be considered at COPS to include in Part
I of Annex A to the Minamata Convention

Appendix B — List of Mercury-added Products to be considered for the phase-out dates at COP5
pursuant to the decision of COP4

Appendix C — List of Mercury-added Products decided at COP4 to include in Part I of Annex A to
the Minamata Convention

Appendix D — Survey on the Mercury-added Products proposed to be phased out



Appendix A

List of proposed Mercury-added Products to be considered at COPS

to include in Part I of Annex A to the Minamata Convention

Proposed Mercury-added Products to be Included in Part I of

Proposed Phase-

Annex A to the Minamata Convention out Date
Cosmetics, including skin-lightening soaps and creams, and not

including eye area cosmetics where mercury is used as a preservative

and no effective and safe substitute preservatives are available

Compact fluorescent lamps (CFLs) for general lighting purposes that are

> 30 watts

Compact fluorescent lamps with a non-integrated ballast (CFL.ni) for =
general lighting purposes that are < 30 watts with a mercury content not

exceeding 5 mg per lamp burner

Linear fluorescent lamps (LFLs) for general lighting purposes:

Triband phosphor > 60 watts

Non-linear fluorescent lamps (NFLs) (e.g., U-bend and circular) for

general lighting purposes: 2026
(a) Triband phosphor, all wattages

(b) Halophosphate phosphor, all wattages

Dental amalgam 2030




Appendix B

List of Mercury-added Products to be considered for the phase-out dates at COP5
pursuant to the decision of COP4

Date after which the
manufacture, import or
Mercury-added Products export of the product shall
not be allowed (phase-out
date)

Button zinc silver oxide batteries with a mercury content | [2025] [2029]
< 2% and button zinc air batteries with a mercury
content < 2%

Very high accuracy capacitance and loss measurement | [2025]
bridges and high frequency radio frequency switches
and relays in monitoring and control instruments with a
maximum mercury content of 20 mg per bridge switch
or relay [except those used for research and
development purposes]

Linear fluorescent lamps (LFLs) for general lighting | [2025] [2027] [2030]
purposes:

(a) Halophosphate phosphor < 40 watts with a mercury
content not exceeding 10 mg per lamp

(b) Halophosphate phosphor > 40 watts

Linear fluorescent lamps (LFLs) for general lighting | [2027] [2030]
purposes:

Triband phosphor < 60 watts with a mercury content not
exceeding 5 mg/lamp




Appendix C

List of Mercury-added Products decided at COP4 to include

in Part I of Annex A to the Minamata Convention

Mercury-added Products

Date after which the
manufacture, import or

-export of the product

shall not be allowed
(phase-out date)

Compact fluorescent lamps with an integrated ballast (CFL.1)
for general lighting purposes that are < 30 watts with-a mercury
content not exceeding 5 mg per lamp burner

Cold cathode fluorescent lamps (CCFL) and external electrode
fluorescent lamps (EEFL) of all lengths for electronic displays

Strain gauges to be used in plethysmographs

The following electrical and electronic measuring devices,
except those installed in large-scale equipment or those used
for high precision measurement, where no suitable mercury-
‘free alternative is available:

Melt pressure transducers, melt pressure transmitters and melt
pressure sensors

Mercury vacuum pumps

Tyre balancers and wheel weights

Photographic film and paper

Propellant for satellites and spacecraft

2025
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Appendix D

AYRKHRE LOWER L
Survey on the Mercury-added Products Proposed to be Phased Out

HAHE LA 20234 10 B 2 B 2 AT €4 £ mercury@epd.gov.hk K% & £ 2126 7531
(E[CA]12 4k) -

Please return this complete survey by email (mercury@epd.gov.hk) or by fax (2126 7531)
(Attention: E[CA]12) by 2 October 2023. '

B 4% & ¥} Contact Details

AN Y T4

Name of Company/Association
¥ %48 %) Type of Business

B #% A Name of Contact Person
W47 Post

% 3% 9745 Telephone

& #R b ht Email Address

Huuk Address

B #f Date

P A8 Questions
R 422019 £ 2023 SR AF BB NTHEED s o~ i (AEMAANS - T
VB iR AR ) ~ B AR T HIARARS E? (HARETOFTHNRAL
V%)

Do you import, export, manufacture (including incorporate into another thing as a
component), supply, store or use the following mercury-added products' during the period of
2019 to 2023? (please put a "v " in the appropriate box.)

List of proposed Mercuryv-added Products to be considered at COPS5 to include in Part I of Annex
A to the Minamata Convention # B R @R BEHREH A (0 4) B4 A FE ey

by )
AN4 o

1 | ]| Cosmetics, including skin-lightening soaps and creams, and not including eye area
cosmetics where mercury is used as a preservative and no effective and safe
substitute preservatives are available

fbitkon > BBERFREFLE  FEEUARAHRB LA KR EARGB
) & B} FRAL Ak S

2 | [] | Compact fluorescent lamps (CFLs) for general lighting purposes that are > 30 watts
AR EARI AR - AB 30 Lay BAAR LR

'ARAERREEAAER AR RKASHHRE -
Mercury-added product is a thing that contains intentionally added mercury or mercury compounds.
1



Compact fluorescent lamps with a non-integrated ballast (CFL.ni) for general
lighting purposes that are < 30 watts with a mercury content not exceeding 5 mg per
lamp burner

ARERRAMRE - AREIOR - EX2REFRLES EAHFERRANR

Linear fluorescent lamps (LFLs) for general lighting purposes:
Triband phosphor > 60 watts

ARt aBARE BT R
e 60 Ry AR R B (ER=KXEX D)

[l
[

Non-linear fluorescent lamps (NFLs) (e.g., U-bend and circular) for general lighting
purposes: AN E@BARRGFAFAELE (W UBFREAY):

(a) Triband phosphor, all wattages = ¥k & & 48 - PAF L&

(b) Halophosphate phosphor, all wattages 5§ %58 % & &b 48 > A7A L3

6

[]

Dental amalgam ¥ #} K 44

List of Mercury-added products to be considered for the phase-out dates at COPS pursuant to

the decision of COP4 EARIFE LW R E B ARAE E L RECBEFTHAKRBHUYAERE

ou
7 | [[]| Button zinc silver oxide batteries with a mercury content < 2% and button zinc air
batteries with a mercury content < 2%
LR FBA 2% 0 KB AR TAUARSRER/N 2% XABEERT L
8 | [ ]| Very high accuracy capacitance and loss measurement bridges and high frequency
radio frequency switches and relays in monitoring and control instruments with a
maximum mercury content of 20 mg per bridge switch or relay [except those used
for research and development purposes]
HEEH MHRBEENRESRES 20 EAGBHHAEL SRR
FERARANELERENZAAAMMAEES (ANARHE B O ER
4]
9 Linear fluorescent lamps (LFLs) for general lighting purposes:
THANLRBAARGATARER -
(a) Halophosphate phosphor < 40 watts with a mercury content not exceeding 10 mg
perlamp FA8i@ 40 K.~ £ X AR ERARE 10 £ RBEE D % i
[]| (b) Halophosphate phosphor > 40 watts #2 & 40 T, &9 3 & 8 5 35 st 48
10 | [] | Linear fluorescent lamps (LFLs) for general lighting purposes:

THRAPLARBAR G AT R
Triband phosphor < 60 watts with a mercury content not exceeding 5 mg/lamp

B0 R~ EX2REFARBS BN ZAER AN

List of Mercurv-added Products decided at COP4 to include in Part I of Annex A to the

Minamata Convention % v9 R @R X IE (N&) 4 A E—3neahk A

\=4
o

11

L]

Compact fluorescent lamps with an integrated ballast (CFL.i) for general lighting
purposes that are < 30 watts with a mercury content not exceeding 5 mg per lamp
burner

ANLRRAME FARBIOR - BLARIARLE S EXNTERMRE

2




12 | ]

Cold cathode fluorescent lamps (CCFL) and external electrode fluorescentlamps
(EEFL) of all lengths for electronic displays
RARETFHRIHEERENARER LRI EEHEE LR

13 | []

Strain gauges to be used in plethysmographs B #& #etk PIE A YR E R

14 | []

The following electrical and electronic measuring devices, except those installed in
large-scale' equipment or those used for high precision measurement, where no
suitable mercury-free alternative is available:

FHERAAEFRAERE AT FABALZAB/ AT LRBERENHER
FTREEAANEGTRANSHEANEHTAFETAERS -

Melt pressure transducers, melt pressure transmitters and melt pressure sensors

B A RAE ~ BRB A RE B SR RS

15

Mercury vacuum pumps & & % &

16

Tyre balancers and wheel weights 454 - #7 25 fo 2 845 #73%

17

Photographic film and paper B 48 B8 | Fo 48 4K

| g

18

Propellant for satellites and spacecraft 87 2 Fo 4t & % 64 3 1 )|

Jo i EIR TAEF] LE SRR E S 5B OIE BT RIS EIRGG IR 55 B

Ifyou have selected any of the above mercury-added products, please provide more information

of the selected type(s) of mercury-added product(s) in pages 4-5.

L]

None of the above

RERAR
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